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as far as I am concerned, they could not be worse than
they are/1

Before the Empress had decided which of these two
Princesses her son was to marry, it was time for him
to go to Frankfort to be crowned as King of the Romans.
Joseph left Vienna with his father and his brother
Leopold on March 12.

Joseph wrote to his mother almost daily, pathetically
begging her to change her mind about his marriage.
** Unless it be as a proof of my love for you, dear mother/1
he wrote, " I will never many again. The days which
have just passed have torn open my wound cruelly.
The image of my adorable wife is so deeply graven on
my heart that at every moment it seems to me that she
might return to me. When a courier is announced, I
find myself half expecting news from her. And to think
that all that is over. When I tell you that I am weeping
as I write these words, you will understand the exceeding
greatness of my sorrow/*

After his election, which he knew would please his
mother, and perhaps soften her, Joseph made one more
attempt to explain his point of view to her. " My
election occurred on March 27," he wrote to her, " four
months to a day since the departure of that dear spirit.
On the twenty-ninth it was four months since I was
separated from all of her that was mortal, and that was
the day of my public entry into Frankfort, What a
difference it would have made if these ceremonies had
been graced by the presence of my Queen. Foigive me*
dear mother, if I grieve you by these words* But have
pity on a son who is deeply attached to you, but who
is on the verge of despair."

The pompous coronation was a most paiaM experi-
ence for Joseph, who hated ceremony even whea be was